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the old 1913 parliament and won the support of some of the right-
wing members of the Kuomintang. Sun was urged to give up the
presidency of the Canton government and unite with the north.
For years Sun had stuck firmly to his contention that the constitution
of 1913, set aside by Yuan and disregarded by the foreign powers,
was the only legal constitution of China and now that Li and his
friends talked of going back to that constitution Sun was in a
dilemma. The men in charge at Peking were certainly hostile to
him and, rightly or wrongly, he rejected their proposal. When he
refused, Chen Chiung-ming came out into open revolt, moving his
troops into positions from which they threatened Sun's presidential
headquarters in Canton. Sun had only a few loyal soldiers in Canton,
his army not yet having returned from the abortive northern
expedition.
Chingling's sister, Madame Kung, with her baby daughter, had
been staying with the Suns in the Canton Residency, and so little
was Chen's treachery expected th^t Chmgling tried to persuade her
sister, who was about to return to her home in Shansi, to leave the
baby girl behind* "Leave her here,** Cfaingling urged, *TU take good
care of her.** Fortunately Madame Kung and her daughter left just
before Chen's troops attacked.
When Sun's staff brought h**r> news that an attack was imminent
he refused to believe it, saying that Chen "would not prove so dis-
loyal". His friends urged him to escape but Sun said: **I cannot
leave my duties when faced by illegitimate force. If I should do so,
I would betray the trust imposed in me by the people. Life and
success are of secondary consideration, and I will put down rebellion
at any cost so as to clear the nation of traitors."1*7
At two o'clock on the morning of June 16, 1922, Sun woke his
wife telling her the attack had begun and that they must go aboard
a gunboat in the river. Chingling persuaded Sun to leave her in t&e
Residency, pointing out that she, as a private person, could not be
in much danger and that he, as commander, would be hampered
in his operations if he had to look after a woman: "At last he saw
the sense of iny argument, but he would not go even thea until he
had left all fifty of our bodyguard to protect the house, Thea be
departed alone."1*8
On his way to the gunboat Sun met a detachment of the rebels, aa
unruly force whose thoughts were set on loot. With great presence
of mind he mingled with them marching along as though one of
their number. He managed to slip away near the Bund and, reach-